Lecture #6 – Ancient Mesoamerica

Summary
In this class we introduce the major civilizations of ancient Mesoamerica, including the Olmec, the Maya, the people of Teotihuacan, the Toltecs, and the Aztecs. In doing so, we especially focus on how elements of Aztec society and culture can be traced to earlier Mesoamerican peoples.  

Vocabulary

Bernal Díaz
Aztecs
Tenochtitlan
Mesoamerica
Pre-Classic
Classic
Post-Classic
Olmec
Maya
Teotihuacan
Toltecs
Aztecs
Mexica
Coatlicue
Huitzilopochtli
Aztlan 
Chicomoztoc 
Coatepec 
Lake Texcoco
Tlatoani
Tenochtitlan
Texcoco
Tlacopan

Outline
Day 1	Prologue: Bernal Díaz Sees the Valley of Mexico for the First Time (1519)

Ancient Mesoamerica
Periodization: Pre-Classic, Classic, and Post-Classic
Civilizations
	Pre-Classic (2000 BC to AD 300)
		Olmec (along the coasts of Veracruz)
San Lorenzo (1200-900 BC) and La Venta (900-500 BC)	
Mother Civilization: Maize, Hereditary Elite, Religious System, Calendar
Stone Heads

		Classic (AD 300-900)
			Maya (tropical lowlands of southern Mexico, Yucatán, and Guatemala
				Tikal, Copán, Palenque
			Teotihuacan (Valley of Mexico)
				Tlaloc, Coatlicue, Quetzalcoatl
			Decline and abandonment of cultural centers (AD 700-900)	

Post-Classic (AD 900-1521)
			Toltecs (northern portion of the Valley of Mexico)	
				Tula (AD 1000-1200)
				Influence
			Aztecs (Valley of Mexico along Lake Texcoco)
				Legendary Aztlan and the Founding of Tenochtitlan (AD 1325)
Triple Alliance (AD 1434): Tenochtitlan, Texcoco, Tlacopan
Day 2					Other Gods and Myths
	Coatlicue and Huitzilopochtli at Coatepec (“Snake Mountain”)
	Chicomoztoc (“Land of the Seven Caves”) 
		
Epilogue: Seeing the Valley of Mexico Today				
					
